Unit activities in the hypothalamus and midbrain during stimulation of hypothalamic attack sites.
Unit activity in the hypothalamus and midbrain of unanesthetized cats was studied during electrical stimulation of the hypothalamus at sites that induced attack and at other comparable sites from which attack was not induced. The changes in the firing of units at distances from 0.7 to 1.9 mm from the site of stimulation were similar to those of units at distances from 2.0 to 5.2 mm. Although stimulation in general affected a majority of units, resulting in increases rather than in decreases of firing rates, and produced similar patterns of unit activity, stimulation at sites that induced attack affected more units, produced a greater change in unit activity and markedly increased firing rates in the lateral hypothalamus and the dorsal part of the midbrain.